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Well what a year this has been. It’s easy to forget that before Covid-19 and lockdown we had 6 months of a “normal” 

school year although I do believe that there is never a “normal” school year. So much happens in any year that 

makes it unique in some way. 

The school continues to have a very positive relationship with the King Edward VI Academy Trust. The teachers and 

pupils have benefitted from visits to KEVI Five Ways school including pupils taking part in lessons there. The school 

has continued to develop its’ teaching and learning regimes with the support of a KEVI consultant attached to the 

school. She has recently said,  

“Mr McGarvey and his team are doing very well in moving the school forward with some practices that I think are 

exemplary. It is an honour and a great pleasure for me to be part of this journey.”.  

The school has also benefitted financially with several new contracts negotiated by the KEVI Procurement officer and 

the use of new software systems in a range of areas 

The Local Governing Board has been introduced to several people who were interested in being on our LGB. These 

new Governors have been a real asset, bringing new skills and being very proactive in their support of the school. It 

is important to have Parent Governors as well to serve as a vital link between the school and the community. We will 

be approaching parents in the new term so please do consider who you would like to nominate. You can nominate 

yourself! 

Of course, the normal school year came to an abrupt end on 20th March when we all went into lockdown and schools 

closed. Some people thought this would mean a very long holiday for pupils and staff. I can assure you that all staff, 

but particularly Mr McGarvey and his leadership team, have worked harder than ever during this time. There were 

so many new challenges which the school had to plan for and instigate quickly amid the uncertainty of ever-changing 

circumstances and government advice. 

Firstly, there was the safe reopening of school for vulnerable children and children of key workers. Children who 

attended adapted extremely well. The morning workout proved a healthy and popular start to the day, particularly 

when one of the pupils took over leading the session from Joe Wickes!  For the rest, the issues around home 

schooling were challenging for all concerned. The school lent out as many school laptops as it had and prepared 

paper packs, but the school was then reliant on parent/carers to encourage and help children participate, and for 

children to take responsibility for their learning. I admire and thank you for all your efforts in encouraging your 

children to continue learning. And a thank you to staff who prepared work and made themselves available to help 

and advise. 

Contact with our families was a priority for the school and all homes were contacted fortnightly and in some cases 

home visits took place. Every family and individual have unique challenges and concerns regarding the Covid-19 

situation and, as has been reported in the press, children from more affluent areas and private schools have not had 

the same level of challenge educationally as less affluent areas. This was highlighted by the notorious “algorithm” 

used to determine GCSE results this summer. This used a school’s past performance to assess grades of present 

pupils. For a school like Balaam Wood, which has made great strides in improving attainment through improved 

teaching and learning, this was disturbing news. We are therefore delighted for our Year 11 pupils that the results 

were finally decided on teacher assessment. I would like to assure you that the teacher assessments used at Balaam 

Wood were moderated both internally and externally and are indeed a true reflection of each individual pupil’s level 

of achievement. The school has remained in touch with the Year 11 focussing on ensuring pupils secure their chosen 

pathway for September.  

Mr McGarvey and all the school have worked tirelessly throughout the summer to plan for the safe re-opening of 

school. Paramount, of course, has been plans for safety. The LGB has met fortnightly to be updated on the Covid-19 



situation since lockdown and the plans for re-opening were approved by the LGB on 19th August. All staff, led by Mrs 

Davies, have also been working on the curriculum. There is a planned recovery curriculum to begin with which will 

inform the curriculum going forward. 

We also welcome our new Year 7 pupils, who are returning to a new school after 6 months away from the 

classroom. There is a clear and detailed plan for helping these children settle in. 

As we approach a “new normal”, our consultant, on a recent visit to school, commented on how cheerful everyone 

looked around school. 

I can confirm that Mr McGarvey has an extra bounce in his step and a huge smile on his face as he looks forward to 

welcoming all the children into school this coming term.  

I know that there are still unknowns around the Covid-19 situation and some of you will have anxieties about your 

children returning to school but I would like to remind you that scientific evidence shows that no healthy child has 

died from the virus. For their future, your children need to get back into education. Balaam Wood always has and 

always will care deeply about the well-being of its’ pupils. 

I realise that the quote from Mr McGarvey I used to finish my report last year is as valid, if not more so, today. 

 “Why do we do what we do?  

To continue to move the school forward, we all (Governors, leadership, staff, pupils and parent/carers) have to raise 

the aspirations of all. We need to create an environment where the pupils want to inherently learn, knowing that it 

will support them in a future that sees them truly being able to take their place in modern Britain. Young people who 

are kind, compassionate, tolerant, inclusive and who understand right from wrong. Young people who see barriers 

as challenges to be overcome, not a reason to stop and give up.”  
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